LORENZO BULL HOUSE - WOMEN'S CITY CLUB
1550 MAINE STREET 1850

The house at 1550 Maine Street was built in 1850 for prominent Quincy
business man Lorenzo Bull. The original architect ot the house is not known,
although the house may have been designed and constructed by any one
of several prominent master builders active in Quincy at the time. The house
was designed and constructed in the ltalianate Style, one of the popular
styles of the time.

The plan of the Lorenzo Bull House is typical of houses in the ltalianate
Style. The front door of the house gives access to a central hall that crosses
the house from front to back on both floors to give access to all parts of
the house as well as insure cross-ventilation within the house. The central
hall divides the house into equal parts that are balanced across the hall.
The east side of the Lorenzo Bull house contains a large double parlor and
the west side of the house contains the dining room and an elaborate library.
The second floor of the house generally reflects the plan of the first floor
The kitchen, servants rooms and other service spaces were contained in
an “el” addition to the house to the west and south.

The interior of the Lorenzo Bull house is generally simple but elegant in
appearance. The vestibule is elaborated with delicate leaded sidelights and
transoms framing the doorways and the floor is tiled with terra cotta tile.
The central hall features a paneled wainscoting and a stairway with a hand-
rail of turned spindles and carved newel posts. The east double parlor con-
tains handscme woodwork and cornice and both parlors are extended out-
ward by bay windows. The fireplace mantle in the double parlor probably
dates from the late 19th century and is not original. The west dining room,
also extended by a bay window that affords brilliant natural light, contains
a handsome chandelier in cut glass and crystal. The library is easily the
most elaborate room in the Bull house and it probably represents a remodel-
ing completed during the last half of the 1870's. The simple woodwork found
in the rest of the house has been replaced by an elaborate example of
the late 19th century cabinet maker's art. The woodwork includes details
such as the fluted pitasters of the door frames, the slender clustered col-
umns of the bookcases and the arched pediment of the bay window that
are classically inspired. The west one-third of the room was originally a
porch that balanced the east porch of the house, completing the symmetry
of the front, although the porches were not originally joined to each other.

The Lorenzo Buill house is now the headquarters of the Quincy Women's
City Club, which has occupied the building since 1932.
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