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Us. Sen. Paul Simon, left, met Tues- ith ‘more than a dozen Quincy-area
day with a Quincy group working 1o preservationists including, from left, Jay |
Preserve the home of 1840s abolitionist Gardner, Joe| Scarborough, Janet Con. |
Dr. Richard Eells at 41 S Jersey. He met over, Ruth Deters and Jane Daniels, i

Simon visits underground railroad site

By JnhnWebber [{_ i 3 g ? [ Tuesday, and says it’s time for government to
Heraid- Whiy Staft Writer AT~ 2) - — become more interested in cultural treasures like
the Eells house. '

A century _andf a half 280, oppressed blacks “When the shopping centers and the other mod-
found freedom at this Jersey Street doorstep. ern’ structures are long gone, ... these are the
During the 1840s, the home of Quincy abolitionist things we’ll be remembered for,” Simon said as he .
Dr. Richard Eells was a key stop along the met with more than g dozen members of the |
Underground Railroad, a nearly l_egendary route Friends of the D.r. Richard Eells‘ House Inc, a |
to freedom for thousands of slaves lucky enough to Quiney group dedicated to saving one of the few
escape bhondage. i documented stops on the Underground Railroad.
_ Today, the two-story brick building at 415 Jersey  “It's 50 easy to lose these things, and once it’s
ed up, crumbling, vacant and nearly gone it’s lost forever” Simon said as he gazed at
> the moment, a local preservation the structure, State historians call it the “second |
d it from the wrecking ball, Its most significant” historic home in Quincy, second
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iS¢ Year led his legislation \The/louse is one of the few ol
through Congress, ay; horizing the ﬁgogn%s Wwhich formed né%s 3
S tonal Park Service to develop an  first residential arca, Mogt have;
~~ " Undergrount Railroadsnational is- i eacsdover..the_ years_hy
toric *trail” “The " measupa™ es- fot mercial ‘buildings and parking:
tablishes an adviso; LS, ? bl
tackle the projecg R EOupiEito The Eelis house is considered un-
But the project itself could be Usual among historians because it is
St to Xesearch because the 2 documented stop on the Under-
path to freedom changed frequently ground Railroad. It received its
In the years before the Civil War, - notoriety when Eells pasiaticsted
Harboring slaves was illegal so 1it- tried and convicted in 1843 for
tle documentation exists outlining  Relping a man who escaped a Lewis

safe houses along the way. Cotntvi Mol foys S v g
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