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This Queen Anne house, built in Quincy in 1888, originally belonged to De Lafayette Musselman, founder of Gem City Business College. Contractors worked
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from historic photographs to rebuild the wraparound porch and to reproduce decorative details on the balusters and porch.

As a child, how many times and how
many teachers urged you to write neatly?
Good penmanship did pay off for DeLa-
fayette Musselman, who founded Quin-
cy’s Gem City Business College and used
the profits in 1888 to build a magnificent
Queen Anne home on Maine Streef. One
hundred years later, the new owner pegan
rehabilitating the three-story housefjunder
provisions of a federal tax incentive pro-
gram that provides a twenty percept tax
credit for income-producing historic
buildings.

Delafayette Musselman was

ing at Eastman’s Business College
cago.

lege, Musselman in. 1870 opened

Gem City Business College. By then, De-
Lafayette Musselman was one of the lead-
ing penmen in the United States and the
winner of many state and national com-
petitions. Enrollment at his college was
small at first, but grew steadily. The cur-
riculum included bookkeeping, arithme-
tic, spelling, English, as well as penman-
ship—in those days all records were kept
in longhand, and bookkeepers prided
themselves on their ability to execute
shaded characters and flourishes.

Enrollment at Gem City had grown so
much by 1892 that the school moved to
larger quarters, a five-story Romanesque
structure that Musselman erected on the
corner of Seventh and Hampshire streets.
It cost $100,000, and the 1905 Adams
County history hailed it as “the largest
and most elegant edifice erected in the
United States for business college work.”
Gem City soon dominated the commer-
cial training field in the Midwest, and
even students from foreign countries
sought business education there. By 1907
the enroliment numbered fourteen hun-
dred students annually. After DeLa-
fayette Musselman’s death in 1910, his
three sons assumed operation of the col-
lege, which thrives today.

Musselman in 1888 constructed his
fashionable Queen Anne house on Maine
Street, a thoroughfare flanked by the
mansions of the local elite. The house’s
three stories placed it among the street’s
largest, and its design and detailing iden-
tified it as a house appropriate to a man of
Musselman’s means. The structure’s ex-
terior was a lively combination of brick.
terra cotta, and stone. A tower, several
porches, and a slate roof added picture-
book detailing, while a fancy two-story
wraparound porch dominated the street
facade.

But the house suffered in the years fol-
lowing Musselman’s death. It was divided
into apartments, and the massive front
porch was removed. Paint obscured the
varied detailing, leaving only hints of the
house’s nineteenth-century beauty. Own-
er John Varnier began his rehabilitation
of the house in 1988—the Musselman
house’s centennial. The wraparound
porch was rebuilt with the aid of a historic
photograph that the contractor used to
match stone for the new porch founda-
tion. Decorative details on the wooden
porch steps, floor, ceiling, and balusters
were painted in contrasting colors to
match the features revealed in the photos.
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Many layers of white paint werg re-
moved with chemicals and water spfayed
under low pressure. (Sandblasting ik not
an approved method for removing paint
from historic buildings.) The bricl was
then cleaned of residue and sealed. All of
the wood exterior trim was scrgped,
primed, and repainted. The alum|num
storm windows were painted to matdh the

trim. Built-in gutters and downspouts

were repaired, and some repointing was
done with mortar that matched the prigi-
nal. Warped stained-glass windows|were
also repaired.

Extensive work was completed ipside
as well. Workers stripped and refinjshed
the butternut, walnut, cherry, and oak
trim on the second floor. Woodwofk on
six carved-wood fireplaces decofated
with either marble or glazed tile wag also
refinished. The upstairs ceilings |were
covered with canvas and painted, arjd the
walls were painted. Downstairs, ajfalse
wall added to the foyer when the house
was converted to apartments was re-
moved. The unobstructed foyer 1how-
cases the handsome parquet floor ahd re-
creates the elegant entrance to thq first
floor. Construction crews then adfled a
separate entrance to the secondifloor
apartment on the west side by ctting
through a window and adding an exferior
stairway. Multiple coats of paint|were
stripped from the double-door entrance
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wo 1cveal the natural wood finish.

Work on the house was completed as a
certified historic rehabilitation, which
qualified the owner for a twenty percent
income tax credit. Because the house was
a two-apartment building, it met the pro-
gram requirement that it be income pro-
ducing. The owner and contractor fol-
lowed the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation and Guide-
lines for Rehabilitation of Historic Build-
ings, and lllinois Historic Preservation
Agency architects monitored the project
and recommended it for approval to the
National Park Service, which makes the
final determination for the tax credit.

The difference in the rehabilitated
house’s appearance could hardly be more
dramatic. Its unappealing, foreshortened
front facade has been replaced by a lively
variety of surfaces enhanced by a hand-
some curving porch. Like the shadingand
flourishes that distinguished DeLafayette
Musselman’s award-winning handwrit-
ing, the restored detail of his former
house identifies it as an outstanding ex-
ample of Quincy architecture.

David Newton
Staff Writer

The reconstructed porch and historic paint scheme revived the century-old Musselman house.
Because the restoration was completed under federal guidelines, the owner qualified for a twenty

percent income tax credit.
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SECOND PRIZE
EXTERIOR
REHABILITATION

Joan B. Varnier
De Lafayeite Musselma
Quiney, inols:

John Varnier had done hands-
on remodelings before, but : bumt grass marked the founda-
the De Lafayette Musselman | tion of the missing veranda. That
House was his first attempt at :
restoration. He lived next door :
to the house and became increas- :
ingly worried as he watched it
fall apart. “I was concemed i

about the detenordtmg Stl’L]lCEUI‘E: '

affscting the value of properties

in the area,” says Varnier. A little
research on his part showed that
the Musselman House had some '
historical signilicance. The :
Queen Anae residence, builtina
combination of brick, terra-cot-
4, and stone, was deSignéd in :

v then prominent archi- |
<2t Jonn Batschy for De Lafay-

the founder of

now the

of the house taken in 1906..°1j _]USt I
kept blowing it up;and. from tha
we could see how it had looked

| and that a wraparound veranda |
| and a decorative second-floor
: balcony had been removed.”

- [The contractor completed the :
¢ Bell Business . :
in Quincy and Sprmm

" ;

Rey to Varniers task was his
discovery of a good photograph :

ng afterward Varmer no

little 1gg1ng, he found tha‘r the

discovery allowed him to active- -
Iy begin construction and rehab-
bing from the photograph.

' Varmer obtained the needed
materials “from wherever they
could be found.” He had to go to
Kansas City for the veranda pil-
lars, for instance, and found the
needed pink stone for the above-
crade veranda foundation in the
remains of a local church that |
was being demolished. Such nec-
essary replications as spindles
pnd balustrades, meanwhile, :
were fabricated by his contractor
br jobbed out to a milling shop. :

festoration sixteen months after
inding the photograph that re- :
ealed the original design of the
house. Since then, Varnier, who

tad for years watched the Mus-
elman house decay as its neigh-

_)or has happily made 1t his

fiifeess

THIRD PRIZE
EXTERIOR
REHABILITATION

Polly Hawkins Croclter
& Jack Crociker
 Evanston, [linois

'rocker and realtor Jack Crock-

wouldn’t cost a lot of money.” ©
ecause Polly’s practice largely | pletely apart. numbered
ons1sted of restorations and :
pathetlc_addltwns and Jack : Polly. They replaced anything.
s becoming a s lled finish !
carpenter, the oouple askeci thejr ‘matching item. The replication
es i of the hardware, alone, cost
i them $2,000. Jack replaced ev-
: cordmg oPo]ly, the ©
Iate-Vlctorian 1888 house that ° ;
they bought was “wild-looking |
becauqe it was covered with :
cuptlonally wide alummum
i ing. You could sense that it
 large, but there was no detail to

¢ pive it scale.”

Aided by a 1940s pholooraph

hortly after they were mar-
ried, architect PollyHawkms

iyl

THIRD PRIZE, EXTERIOR REHABILITATION: Before rekabiditation alumingm
siding obliterated all detail and sense af scale from the late-Victorian house.

the Crockers began by removing

the siding, then removed a rot-

| ting front porch and rebuilt ir.
i They carved away a poorly buill

1960s breakfast room that was

. visually out of character and re-
© placed it with 2 new room in the
octagon. This!
_ they wrapped in wood shzkes:
i and outfitted with windows’
r went in search of a house ' replicating those existing in lhe;;
with a lot of architecture that : residence.

“We took this house com=

and

shape of a half

it
put it back together again,” says

that had rotted with a new but

ery window sﬂl and remade win-

color scheme typical of late-Vie-

: torian houses. |

i SECOND PRIZE, EXTERIOR REHABILITATION: Burat grass revealed the loca-
o tion of the missing veranda. A 1906 photograph was blown up 10 reveal details.
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NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

The public is Invited to atlend a
Public Hearing fo be held by the
Quincy Preservation Commission on
Thursday, August 20, 1992, at 4:30
P.M. in the Meeting Room of the
Quincy Public Library, on the pro-
posed Local Historic Landmark De-
signations for the following properties

_in Quincy: 1656 Maine (The Dr. Gant

Irwin House); 1477 Maine (The D. W.
Miller House & Carriage House); 613
Broadway (The Robt. Gardner
House); 317 College (The Poelsh
House); 2203 Maine (The Musselman
House); 1627 Maine (The Rogers
House); 333 East Avenue (The Geo.
Behrensmeyer Residence); 1401
Malne (The Wilms House). The
purpose. of the hearing is to explain
the criteria for designation, the effect
of designation, the review process for
changes affecting the exterior archi=
tectural appearance, to review
specific standards for exterior al-
terations, to review any economic
Incentives avallable, and to hear
festimony on the proposed design-
ation. AL

JANET CONOVER, Chairman
Quincy Preservation Commission
C-12119. Aug. 13..
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Mr. John D.
2203 Maine
Quincy, IL

Dear Jack,

We are writ
given in a
Preservatio
concerning
as a Quincy
4:30 P.M. 1

While 1t is
you are cer

Yours truly

al |

Jadet Conov
Chairman
Quincy Pres

QUINCY PRESERVATION COMMISSION

730 Maine Street - #206
Quincy, IL 62301
217/228-4514

August 6, 1992
Varnier
62301
ilng to let you know that, contrary to the date

1
n
t

etter sent you last month, the Quincy
Commission will hold a Public Hearing

he designation of your property at 2203 Maine
Local Landmark on Thursday, August 20, 1992,
the Quincy Public Library.

at
1

not mandatory for you to attend this Hearing,
flainly most welcome to do so.

qr,

grvation Commission




Mr. John D.
2203 Maine
Quincy, IL

Dear Jack,

Thank you f

to consider
Local Landm

The "Prelim
place July

Quincy Publ
attend, but

A prelimina
will be ava
unable to a

Yours truly
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Faq

QUINCY PRESERVATION COMMISSION
200 N. 8th St.-#102
Quincy, IL 62301
217/228-4514

July 2, 1992

Varnier

62301

¢r allowing the Quincy Preservation Commission
nominating your property at 2203 Maine for
ark designation.

4

T

nary Review" on this application will take

s, 1992 at 4:30 PM in the Meeting Room of the
lc Library. It is not mandatory for you to
we wanted you to be notified.

|

'y copy of the application for your property
| lable at the meeting next Tuesday. If you are
[tend, 1t will be mailed to vyou.

Phil Germann,

Chairman,

L{
Quincy Pres;

bcal Landmark Committee
rrvation Commission




