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McDevitts
convert house
«Anto practical use

e

By Ruth Hultz

‘Herald-Whig Staff Writer

M8he Henry C. and Clara Sprick
house at 2320 York is in a class
B allits own.
» Designed for the Sprick family by
George Behrensmeyer, the
‘Eelectic/Craftsman-style house is full of
architectural, artistic and functional
superlatives.

But to the
five-member
Christopher
McDevitt fam-
is a practical
family home.

The house

cious kitchen,
more than
nine walk-in
closets, a first-
tloor powder
. - room, a main
This intercom was floor Iaundry
* part of the 1923 state- .4, cheery
o ef the-art mechanical Deealtacr
“isystem which included o
“a mammoth clothes . A‘ R
dryer in the basement. A s b

been involved in planning this house,”
Julie McDevitt said. “It is such a beau-
tiful house, it makes it fun to clean.”

The family makes use of every nook
and cranny of the extraordinary house
— though differently than the Sprick
family. -

The musical McDevitt family uses
the original five-sided sun parlor as a
music room. The family turned the sec-
ond floor sleeping porch into a play-
room and the original maid’s room —
complete with original medicine cabinet
and original intercom — is now a bed-

-room. The suite that the Spricks used
for guests is now the master bedroom.

Splendid architectural features punc-
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features a spa-

The dining room’s hand-painted murals were popular during the Arts and Crafts era. The landsc

the beauty of nature.

tuate every room. Elaborate cornices,
crown moldings and decorative beams
add interest to the living areas. Grace-
ful archways create elegant transitions
from room to room.

Special features are the art glass and’
leaded glass windows sprinkled
throughout the house — the most
notable ones being the Wrightean-style
windows in the dining room. There are
one-of-a-kind chandeliers and sconces
throughout the house, as well as hand-
painted murals in the bathrooms.

Although the house is magnificent
and looks imposing from the street,
Julie said it is above all a “friendly”
house. It is perfectly located — close to
music teachers, schools and shopping.

It has a delightful vegetable/wild-
tlower garden, a huge yard, and a won-
derful pantry that Julie said “stole her
heart” when she first saw the house.

A neoclassical scrd!l is worked into
the otherwise Craftsman-style main
balustrade.
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