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y brick construction with limestone foundation and

quoins that visually strengthen the corners
the second and third storeys are framed by two

gquare engaged columns, architrave and segmental

stone sill supported by two small brackets

floor windows are framed by cast iron carved
capped by cast iron triangular pediments, and are
Dy a continuous stone sill that stretches across
facade with a brick beltcourse supporting the sill
prick corbelling carries the cast iron cornice

. pediments; paired brackets, modillions and

The inscription in the pediment reads " ERECTED BY
BRO & CO. 1871."

continues on the North facade with the only

being that there are double brackets at either end
tkets in between. The cornice is discontinued on
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significance pf the proposed Landmark or proposed District.
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Landmark Appllication - Page 3
Significant Features Cont’d

the West and South facades

7. The windows on the second, third and fourth storeys of the
North facade have cast iron carved surroundings, are capped
with cast|iron triangular pediments and the stone sills are
supported|by two small brackets. On the first floor level,
there are|four small rectangular openings with carved
surrounds [and cornice, supported by two brackets, and one
full size|window, matching those on the second, third, and
fourth flgors, located at the far West end of the facade

8. The West facade windows have segmental brick arches and stone
sills, and there are two large segmental brick arched
openings gt the basement level

9. The East flacade first floor has a cast iron fluted Corinthian
Column at |both corners of the storefront. The entire first
storey is |capped with a plate metal cornice, A remodelling
of the stgrefront occurred after 1913 by the Quincy Casket
Company that included the following elements: the
limestone |base that extends across the entire facade, brick
pilasters |with smooth-cut beltcourse and stone capitol that
has three |carved circles, and brick infill between the
pilasters [surrounding the window and door openings

Statement of Historical and Architectural Significance

The S.J. Lesen] Building is one of Quincy's most important
examples of tHe commercial Italianate style and the landmark
structure of tlhe city’s once thriving warehouse district. It is
also significant for its association with Isaac Lesem, a leading
figure in the post-Civil War Jewish business community that
shaped much of] Quincy’s early economic life. The Lesem Building
was just one of four components of a block known in 1875 as
Wholesale Row.| This row of buildings, three of which still exist
today, was erected of similar style, detail, and scale.

Wholesalel Row was not the dream of one man, but of four:
W.S. Warfield,| Frederick W. Meyer, Gustave Levi, and Isaac Lesem.

The land was purchased by these men for the sum of twenty-seven
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brother and a
became

Citey;

dollars, S.J.
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was the remair
among individy
four, Warfielgd
S.J. Less
Hampshire Strs
Lesem building
to New York Ci
The I
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building until

Isaac Leg

He served as t

rs on June 12,

he lot.

involved in the project.

55,
bf dry goods.

D

ider of the tract

lals.

1871. Within days, the parties had

twenty-four foot alley running North-South along

dge of the tract, thus allowing service access along

Within two weeks, Solomon J. Lesemt Isaac'’s
manager of his own dry goods business in New York

For a sum of four thousand
Lesem and his two brothers,

Isaac and Mark, became

the lot commonly known as 135 and 137 North Third.

ne which now carries the ware house that housed the

S.J. Lesem, Bro and Co., a dealer and

At the same time, Meyer and Warfield
shares in the adjacent forty-four feet, lot two
heir grocery store. But not until the late 1870's
(lots three and four) broken down

The Lesem brothers owned both lots one and

| owned lot two, and Meyer owned lot three.

m Bro and Co. was first located at 337 and 339

et, opening October 21, 1871, and moved to the

on February 29, 1872. In 1879, Solomon returned
ty, leaving Isaac in charge of the business in
esem Brothers Dry Goods Company occupied the

the death of Isaac, the sole owner of the time.
em had many interests during his life in Quincy.

he president of Ricker National Bank, the president
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Relief Society,

Page 5
Exposition, the vice-president of the People’s
and Building Association, the vice-president of

a trustee of the Illinois Deaf and

and a member of the State Board of Educatioﬁ.

L1ding’s Uses

1871-1900
1200-1903
1904-1912

1913-1977
1978
1979-1980
1981-1991
1991 -Present

Research

Gardner Museurn
application by
1994 summer ir

Full Legal Ded

Lesem Bro.
Vacant
Hargadine and McKittrich Dry Goods Co. (also took
over the factory on 3rd and Vermont Streets)
Quincy Casket Co.

The Catacombs

Vacant

Pinnochio’s Restaurant

Third Street Bar and Grill

Dry Goods Co.

1990
additional research and current
Tanya Hilliard, Quincy Preservation Commission
Lern.

and original application by Ellen Stone,
I summer intern;

r

aripition

Parts of Lots
Original
Tllinois,

(2)
of beginning,

described pan

easements and
date June 16,
County,

Survs

desd
corner of said
Block Fourteen
in said Bl

Illing

One 91) and Two (2) in Block Fourteen (14) in the

y of the Town, now City of Quincy, Adams County,
ribed as follows: Beginning at the Northeast

Lot One (1), thence West on the North line of gaid
(14) to the west line of the East half of Lot Two
ock, thence South Forty-four (44) feet to the place
the West Twenty-four (24) feet of said above
ticularly set forth in a certain alley-way

others to Isaac Lesem and Gustave Levi, bearing
1871 and recorded in the Recorder’'s Office of Adams
is, in Book 75 of Deeds at page 575.
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Detail of| the cornice on the East facade-Shows a soldier
brick corbelling that carries the cast iron cornice and
central pediment, paired brackets, modillions, and rosettes;

the inscriiption in the pediment reads, "ERECTED BY S.J.
LESEM, BRD & CO. 1871"

North facpde-Shows placement of the window and door openings
and the cprnice at the roofline
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of the fourth floor windows on.the East facade

e framed by cast iron carved surrounds, capped
iron triangular pediments and are connected

ntinuous stone sill supported by a brick

rse

Detail of

brick con
pediment;

an inscri
1871."

the cornice on the East facaﬁe with a soldier

belling carrying a cast iron cornice and central
paired brackets, modillions and rosettes, and

ption reading, "ERECTED BY S.J. LESEM, BRO & CO.




Detail
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on the ¢nds of the storefront
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Detail of
smooth-cu
carved cil
pilasters

of the storefront on the East facade-Shows
te metal cornice, and bays separated by the
3 brick pilasters and the cast iron columns

I
the brick pilasters with stone water table,
L stone beltcourse and stone capitol with three
rcles; also shows the brick infill between
and plate metal cornice




Detail |of the fourth floor windows on.the East facade
that age framed by cast iron carved surrounds, capped
by castl iron triangular pediments and are connected

by a cqntinuous stone sill supported by a brick
beltcoyrse

the cornice on the East facade with a soldier
brick cogbelling carrying a cast iron cornice and central
pediment; paired brackets, modillions and rosettes, and

$g7fn§cription reading, "ERECTED BY S.J. LESEM, BRO & CO.

Detaii of
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Detail of
smooth-cu
carved ci
pilasters

of the storefront on the East facade-Shows
€ metal cornice, and bays separated by the
3 brick pilasters and the cast iron columns
ends of the storefront

l

the brick pilasters with stone water table,

[ stone beltcourse and stone capitol with three
rcles; also shows the brick infill between

and plate metal cornice




