
125 East Avenue 
Queen Anne Style • 1897 • James G. Neilson House 

Current Owners: Blaine and Cindy Strock 

This Queen Anne Style house was built in 1897 for James G. Neilson, the 
son-in-law of Theodore Polling who built the Richardsonian Romanesque house 
on tour at 2016 Jersey. Neilson opted for the Queen Anne style, one of the most 
popular late Victorian styles. He obtained the services of architect Earnest M. 
Wood to design the house. 

The Queen Anne Style is what most people think of when they think of 
Victorian architecture. It was first developed in England in the 1860s by English 
architect Richard Norman Shaw and quickly caught on in the United States 
after the 1876 Centennial Exhibition which featured buildings in the style. 
Queen Anne houses are frequently referred to as picturesque-a fancy way of 
saying pretty. 

The Neilson House is no exception. The exterior presents a delightful 
array of features that tl1ough apparently incongruous unite together in a pleasing 
manner. Notice the use of the different roof forms, dormers, and porches. You 
can also appreciate the use of different construction materials-stone, shingles 
and decorative wood trin1. 

The columns on the front porch are a good example of the architectural 
decoration frequently seen on Queen Anne Style houses. They are classically 
inspired, but are unobtrusive. The dormer on the roof of the house facing 
East Avenue is divided with muntins recalling patterns of Gothic tracery and
the pattern is repeated in the leaded glass of the bay window on the north side 
of the house. 
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2016 Jersey 
Richardsonian-Romanesque • Built 1890-91 • Theqdore Poling House 

Current Owners: Marty & Janet Peters 

This massive Richardsonian-Romanesque house was designed by Harvey 
Chatten and Ernest Wood and built in 1890-1891 of rough, unprepared stone 
called "rough ashlar." 

The Richardsonian-Romanesque Style was named for Boston architect 
Henry Hobson Richardson, whof)e innovative style set a new standard and 
direction for American architecture. Although Richardson based his work on 
traditional Romanesque architecture of France, his adaptations were so different 
that the resulting style acquired his name. It was widely copied and reached 
its peak in the 1890s a few years after Richardson's untimely death at age 47 
in 1886. 

Richardson first achieved fame with his design for Boston's Trinity Church 
in 1872. The succeeding fourteen year.s saw the construction of such important 
buildings as the library in Quincy, Massachusetts, Pittsburgh's Allegheny county 
Courthouse, and Chicago's Marshall Field Store. 

The most prominent feature of Quincy's Polling house is the large 
segmented arched arcade entry with a round turret and conical roof The stone
latticework above the entry arch highlights the fac;:ade. Note the tiled roof 

Theodore Poling was a real estate agent in Quincy and pioneered fue 
development of Lawndale subdivision. This house was the first ( or pilot) house 
built in the subdivision. 




